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Il. CONCERNING GOD 
AND RELIGION. 


A MASON is obliged, by his tenure, 
to obey the moral Law; and if he 


irreligious LIBERTINE. But though 
in ancient times MASONS were 
charged in every Country to be of the 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 
whatever it was, yet it is thought 
more expedient only to oblige then: to 
that Religion in which all Men agree, 
leaving their particular opinions to 
themselves; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or Persuasions they may be dis- 


tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes | 


the Center of Union, and the means 
of conciliating true Friendship among 
Persons that must have remained at a 
perpetual distance.—From Anderson’s 
Xonstitution of 1723, 

To the extent that Masons, in 
various countries, have departed from 
the above declaration, Masonry has 


‘ceased to be a Center of Union. 


c255 


It is 
time to discard sectarianism and to re- 
turn to fundamental principles so as 
to unite people who will otherwise re- 


| | main at a perpetual distance. 
rightly understands the Art, he will| | 


‘never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an 


May Co-Masonry ever remain free 
from disintegrating elements of re- . 
ligious dogmatism’ and sectarianism 
as well as from the intolerance that 
would condemn any member for 
practicing, in the profane world, a 
religion of his choice. It will then be 
able to retain its International char-— 
acter and to become a powerful in- 
in and 


strument disseminating 


practicing the ideals of’ Universal 


Broterhood. 


Wherever creeds and dogmas ure 
adopted, and members are obliged to 


subscribe to them as the price of mem- 


Reason and 
Conscience are dethroned and Free- 
dom of Will is lost.- Let us pray that 
such state of affairs may never pre- 
vail in the Co-Masonie Order. Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more Light. 


bership, individual 
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MASONIC STUDIES 


Address all Copy, Questions, and Correspondence 
for thisDepartment to 
ISABEL B. HOLBROOK, 65 Vernon St., Rockland, Mass. 





CONCERNING A BOOK and, meditatively, moralized upon. 
| We are not meaning to maxe this 
It is not a new book; it came out article a book-review, but to urge « 
in 1923, a second edition in 1924, and wider use of the material in it, and 
in 1929 a third and enlarged edition to that end we offer a few sugges- 
was issued, l4ionss 
“THE LOST KEYS OF MASON-| 1. On certain pages there is 
RY”, by Manly P. Hall, is dedicated | featured a short gem of Masonic 
to the Ancient Order of Free and Ac-;| wisdom, of an average less than two 
cepted Masons that “it may assist in| dozen lines, taking not more than 
clearing up some of the mysteries|two or three minutes for recital. 
which have long shrouded Masonry s| The subjects of these are: 1. Temple 
place in the spiritual, et'ical and| Builders; 2. Motive; 3. Transmuta- 
scientific world.” The proem is by|tion; 4. Friendship; 5. Thoughtless- 
Reynold E. Blight, the well-known} ness; 6. The Presence of the Master; 
Masonic writer, and the illustrations|and 7. Masons, Awake. Use these 
by J. Augustus Knapp, the same|gems—or part of one—at a time for 
artist who assisted Mr. Hail in his| individual recitation, or, better yet, 
monumental “Encyclopedic Outline.” | responsive readings. Let the Master 
We would especially call the at-|give it to the Orator to arrange; 
tention of the esoteric student to|some brother could type enough 
four of these picture-illustrations: | copies to go around. Use them over 
1. The Three Murderers; 2. The|and over until they become individual 
Master Mason; 3. The Grip of the|memory gems. 
Lion’s Paw; and 4. The Dweller on| 2. See that every Entered Ap- 
the Threshold. Hidden truths come|prentice of 1931 reads the chapter 
forth from their concealment in the | devoted to his degree. Let the Junior 
outer symbols if these pictures are | Warden attend to its being done, even 
studied with observant concentration! to the extent of reading it with him. 
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Have the Entered Apprentice copy| “The Mason must realize that his 


out in his own handwriting the five 
spiritual requirements for that degree 
as formulated on pages 78, 79, and 
80. Make them a suggested part of 


his study for his time in the Firsi 
Degree. 
S. Similarly see that every 


Felloweraft of 1931 reads the chapter 
devoted to his degree, and copies out 
for his personal use the five spiritual 
requirements as formulated on pages 
88 and 89. Let the Senior Warden 
feel the responsibility of his work 
and assistance with the Fellowcraft. 

4. Own as lodge property a few 
of these books. The price is. only 
$1.00 (one dollar). Keep them mov- 
ing’ about. 

5. See to it that 
Mason of 1931 has—or is ioaned—a 
copy to keep for a considerable time. 
Let the Master assign an_ elder 
brother for each new Master Mason 
to read and talk over with him, as a 
tutor and student, the chapter de- 
voted to his degree—Chapter Four. 
Then, Chapter Five lists 12 spiritual 
qualifications, and we the 
intensive attention of one at a time 
over the 12 months of his first year 
in that grade. (Enough taken up in 
that chapter so that he would never 
be out of work.) 

In “The Lost Keys 


we have a simple, but profound, text- 
book on character-building. Let us 
quete one paragraph: 


every Master 


suggest 


of Masonry” 


innermost motives are the index of 
his real self, and those who allow 
social position, financial or business 
considerations or selfish and material- 
into the 

thereby 


themselves 


istic ideals, to lead them 

Masonic Brotherhood have 
automatically separated 
from the Craft. They 
do any harm to Masonry by joining 
they 
Kinsconced within the lodge, they may 


can never 


because cannot get in. 


feel that they have deceived the 
Grand Master of the Universe, but 
When the spiritual lodge meets to 


carry on the true work of Masonry, 


they are disqualified and absent. 
Watch fobs, stick-pins, 


insignia do not make Masons; neither 


and other 
does the ritual ordain them. Masons 
are evolved through the self-conscious 
effort to live up to the highest ideals 
within themselves; their lives 
the 


greater by far 


are 


sole insignia of their rank, 
than any visible, 
tangible credential.” 

The book has an 


takes us in vision to 


which 
ancient 
As 
we go with Aradamas through the 


epilogue 
the 
Egyptian Temple of Ammon Ra. 


weird ceremony of his initiation and 
ordination, Light from an undying 
past rays down into this less-living 
present with a vivifying flash of 
“More Light”, and thrills us with a 
reverberation, and 
dim, from the One Timeless Voice. 


however’ faint 











THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 3 


THREE DREAMS IN A DESERT | man living has never seen her move; 
UNDER A MIMOSA-TREE | the oldest, oldest book records that 
See she lay here then, as she lies nere 
As I travelled across an African; now, with the sand about her. But 
plain the sun shone down hotly. Then | listen! Older than the oldest book, 
I drew my horse up under a mimosa-|older than the oldest recorded 
tree, and I took the saddle from him|memory of man, on the Rocks of 
to feed among the parched bushes. | Language, on the hard-baked clay of 
And all to right and to left stretched | Ancient Customs, now crumbling to 
the brown earth. And I sat down/decay, are found the marks of her 
under the tree, because the heat beat | footsteps: Side by side with his who 
fiercely, and all along the horizon the|stands beside her you may trace 
air throbbed. And after a while a|them, and you know that she who 
heavy drowsiness came over me, and|;now lies there once wandered frec 
I laid my head down against my sad-|over the rocks with him.” 
dle, and I fell asleep there. And, in And I said, “Why does sh? 
my sleep, I had a curious dream. there now?” 
And he said, “I take it, ages ago 
I the Age-of-Dominion-of-muscular- 
I thought I stood on the border of | force found her, and when she stooped 
a great desert, and the wind blew|low to give suck to her young, and 
about everywhere. And I thought I|her back was broad, he put his 
saw two great figures like beasts of |burden of subjection on to it, and 
burden of the desert, and one lay|tied it on with the broad band of 
upen the sand with its neck stretched | Inevitable Necessity. Then she 
out, and one stood by it. And [|looked at the earth and sky, and 
looked curiously at the one that lay | knew there was no hope for her; and 
upon the ground, for it had a great|she lay down on the sand with the 
burden on its back, and the sand was|burden she could not loosen. Ever 
thick about it, so that it seemed to]since she has lain here. And _ the 
have piled over it for centuries. ages have come, and the ages have 
And I looked very curiously at it.|gone, but the band of Inevitable 
And there stood one beside me watch- | Necessity has not been cut.” 
ing. And I said to him, “What is| And I looked and saw in her eyes 
this huge creature who lies here on|the terridle patience of the centuries: 


the sand?” the ground was wet with her tears, 
And he said, “This is woman; she|and her nostrils blew up the sand. 
that bears men in her body.” And I said, “Has she ever tried to 


And I said, “Why does she lie here | move?” 
motionless with the sand piled round And he said, “Sometimes a limb 
her ?” has quivered. But she is wise; she 
And he answered, “Listen, I will|knows she cannot rise with the 
tell you! Ages and ages long she|burden on her.” 
has lain here, and the wind has blown; And I said, “Why does not he who 
over her. The oldest, oldest, oldest | stands by her leave her and go on?” 











And he said, “He cannot. Look...” 


And | saw a broad band passing along | 


the ground from one to the other, 


and it, bound them together. 
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looked out across the desert. 


And I saw her body quiver; and 
She pressed her front knees to the 
earth, and veins stood out; and Il 


He said, “While she lies there he | cried, “She is going to rise!” 


must stand and look across the 
desert.” 

And I said, “Does he know why he 
cannot move?” 

And he said, “No.” 

And I heard a sound of something 
cracking, and I looked and saw the 
band that bound the burden on to her 
back broken asunder; and the burden 
rolled on to the ground. 

And I said, “What is this?” 

And he said, “The Age-of-muscular- 
force is dead. The Age-of-nervous- 
force has killed him with the knife 
he holds in his hand; and silently and 
invisibly he has crept up to the 
woman, and with that knife of 
Mechanical Invention he hus cut the 
band that bound the burden to her 
back. The Inevitable Necessity is 
broken. She might rise now.” 

And I saw that she still lay motion- 
less on the sand, with her eyes open 
and her neck stretched out. And she 
seemed to look for something on the 
far-off border of the desert that 
never came. And I wondered if she 
were awake or asleep. And as Il 
looked, her body quivered and a light 
came into her eyes, like when a sun- 
beam breaks into a dark room. 

I said, “What is it?” 

He whispered, “Hush! the thought 
has come to her, ‘Might I not rise?’ ” 

And I looked. And she raised her 
head from the sand, and I saw the 
dent where her neck had lain so long. 
And I looked at the earth, and she 
looked at the sky, and she looked at 
him who stood near her; but he 


But only her sides heaved, and she 
lay still where she was. But her 
head she held up; she did not lay it 
down again. And he beside me said, 
“She is very weak. “See, her legs 
have been crushed under her for so 
long.” 

And I saw the creature strugzile; 
and the drons stood out on her. 

And I said, “Surely he who stands 
beside her will help her?” 

And he beside me answered, “He 
cannot help her; she must help her- 
self. Let her struggle until she is 
strong.” 

And I eried, “At least he will not 
hinder her! See, he moves farther 
from her, and tightens the cord be- 
tween them, and drags her down.” 

And he answered, “He does _ not 
understand. When she moves, she 
draws the band that binds them, and 
hurts him, and he moves farther 
from her. The day will come when 
he understands and will know what 
She is doing. Let her once stagger 
on to her knees. In that day he will 
stand close to her, and look into her 
eyes with sympathy.” 


And she stretched her neck, and 
the drops fell from her. And _ the 
creature rose an inch from the 


earth and sank back. 

And I cried, “Oh, she is too weak! 
she cannot walk! The long years 
have taken all her strength from her. 
Can she never move?” 

And he answered me, “See the light 
in her eyes!” 

And slowly the creature staggered 
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on to its knees. 

And I awoke; and all to the east 
and to the west stretched the barren 
earth, with the dry bushes on it. The 
ants ran up and down in the _ red 
sand, and the heat beat fiercely. I 
looked up through the thin branches 
of the tree at the blue sky overhead. 
I stretched myself, and 1 mused over 
the dream I had had. And I fell 
asleep again, with my head on my 
saddle. And in the fierce heat I had 
another dream. 


II 

I saw a desert and I saw a woman 
coming out of it. And she came to 
the bank of a dark river; and the 
bank was steep and high. And on it 
an old man met her, who had a long 
white beard; and a stick that curled 
was in his hand, and on it was 
written “Reason”. And he = asked 
her what she wanted, and she said, 
“Tam a woman; and I am seeking 
for the Land of Freedom.” 

And he said, “It is before you.” 

And she said, “I see nothing be- 
fore me but a dark flowing river, 
and a bank steep and high, and 
cuttings here and there with heavy 
sand in them.” 

And he said, “And beyond that?” 

She said, “I see nothing, but some- 
times, when I shade my eyes with 
my hand, I think I see on the further 
bank trees and hills, and the _ sun 
shining on them!” 

He said. “That is the Land of Free- 
dom.” 

She said, “How am I to get there?” 

He said, “There is one way, and 
one only. Down the banks of Labor 
throuzh the water 
There is no other.” 


— eee 


She said, “Is there no bridge?” 

He answered, “None.” 

She said, “Is the water deep?” 

He said, “Deep.” 

She said, “Is the floor worn?” 

He said, “It is. Your foot’ may 
slip at any time, and you may be 
lost.” 

She said, “Have any crossed 
ready ?” 

He said, “Some have tried!” 

She said, “Is there a track to show 
where the best fording is?”’ 

He said, “It has to be made.” 

She shaded her eyes with her hand; 
and she said, “I will go.” 

And he said, “You must take off 
the clothes you wore in the desert; 
they are dragged down by them who 
go into the water so clothed.” 

And she threw from her gladly the 
mantle of Ancient-received-opinions 
she wore, for it was worn full of 
holes. And she took the girdle from 
her waist that she had treasured so 
long, and the moths flew out of it 
in a cloud. And he said, “Take the 
shoes of dependence off your feet.” 

And she stood there naked but for 
one white garment that clung close 
to her. 

And he said, “That you may keep. 


al- 


In the water it buoys; it always 
Swims.” 
And I saw on its breast was 


written Truth; and it was white; the 
sun had not often shone on it; the 
other clothes had covered it up. And 
he said, “Take this stick; hold it fast. 
In that day when it slips trom your 
hand you are lost. Put it down be- 
fore you; feel your way; when it can- 
not find a bottom do not set your 


of Sutfering. | foot.” 


And she said, “I am ready; Jet me 


6 


” 
. 


¢xoO 
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not thrive; put him down that he 


And he said, “No—but stay; what may grow.” 


is that—in your breast?” 
She was silent. 


He said, “Open it, and let me see.” blood ran down on to the 
And against! And she laid him down on the earth; 
who and 


And she opened it. 
her breast was a tiny thing, 
drank from it, and the yellow curls 
above its forehead pressed against 
it; and his knees were drawn up to 
‘her, and he held her breast fast with 
his hands. 

And Reason said, “Who is he, and 
what is he doing here?” 

And she said, “See 
wings—” 

And Reason said, “Put him down.” 

And she said, “He is asleep, and 
he is drinking! I will carry him to 
the Land of Freedom. He has been 
a child so long, I have carried him. 
In the Land of Freedom he wili be a 
man. We will walk together there, 
and his great white wings will over- 
shadow me. He has lisped one word 
only to me in the desert—‘Passion!’ 
I have dreamed he might learn to 
say ‘Frienship’ in that land.” 

And Reason said, “Put him down!” 

And she said, “I will carry him so 
—with one arm, and with the other I 
will fight the water.” 

He said, “Lay him down on_ the 
ground. When you are in the water 
you will forget to fight, and will 
think only of him. Lay him down.” 
He said, “He will not die. When he 
finds you have left him alone he will 
open his wings and fly. He wili be 
in the Land of Freedom before you. 
Those who reach the Land of Free- 
dom, the first hand they see stretch- 
ing down the bank to help them shall 
be Love’s. He will be a man then, 
not a child. In your breast he can- 


his little 


And she took her bosom from his 
mouth, and he bit her, so that the 
ground. 


she covered her wound. And 
she bent and stroked his wing's. And 
I saw the hair on her forehead 


turned white as snow, and she had 
changed from youth to age. 

And she stood far off on the bank 
of the river. And she said, “For 
what do I go to this far land which 
no one has ever reached? Oh, I am 
alone! I am utterly alone!’ 

And Reason, that old man, said to 
her, “Silence! what do you hear?” 

And she listened intently, and she 
said, “I hear a sound of feet, a 
thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands, and _ they 
beat this way!” 

He said, “They are the feet of 
those that shall follow you. Lead 
on! make a track to the water’s edge! 
Where you stand now, the’ ground 
will be beaten flat by ten thousand 


times ten thousand feet.” And _ he 
said, “Have you seen the _ locusts 
how they cross a stream? First one 


comes down to the water-edge, and 
it is swept away, and then another 
comes and then another, and then 
another, and at last, with their 
bodies piled up, a bridge is built and 
the rest pass over.” 

She said, “And, of those that come 
first, some are swept away, and are 
heard of ro more; their bodies do 
not even build the bridge?” 

“And are swept away, 
heard of no more—and 
that?” he said. 

“And what of that—” she said. 


and 
what 


are 
of 





' and the ants 





“They make a track to the water’s 
edge.” 

“They make a track to the water’s 
edge——.” And she said, “Over that 
bridge which shall be built with our 
bodies, whe will pass?” 

He said, “THE ENTIRE HUMAN 
RACE.” 

And the woman grasped her staff. 

And I saw her turn down that 
dark path to the river. 

Ana I awoke; and all about me was 
the yellow afternoon light; the sink- 
ing sun lit up the fingers of the 
milk bushes; and my horse stood by 
me quietly feeding. And 1 turned 


on my side, and I watched the ants; beautiful of ancient Egypt. 
I| we gain a good idea 


run by thousands in the red sand. 
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home. And I walked towards my 
horse, who stood quietly feeding. 
Then the sun passed down behind the 
hills; but I knew that the next day 
he would arise again. 
—From “Dreams”, 
by Olive Schreiner. 


THE TEMPLE DENDARAH 


Dendarah is a village in Upper 
Egypt on the left bank of the Nile. 

The ancient temple stands on the 
mounds west of the town and about 
a mile and a half from the Nile. It 
is one of the best preserved and most 
From it 
of Egyptian 


thought I would go on my way now|religious architecture under the Greek 


—the afternoon was cooler. 


Then a!and Roman dominions. 


drowsiness crept over me again, noid | The temple is surrounded by a 


I laid my head back and fell asleep. 
And I dreamed a dream. 


III 

I dreamed I saw a land. And on 
the hills walked brave women and 
brave men, hand in hand. And they 
looked into each other’s eves, and 
they were not afraid. 

And I saw the women also _ hold 
each other’s hands. 

And I said to him beside me, “What 
place is this?” 

And he said, “This is heaven.” 

And I said, “Where is it?” 

And he answered, “On earth.” 

And I said, “When shall these 
things be?” 

And he answered, “In the Future.” 

And I awoke, and all about me 
was the sunset light; and on the low 
hills the sun lay, and a delicious 
coolness had crept over everything; 
were going 


great wall cf crude brick, entered by 
a stone portal adorned = with 
sculptures representing the emperors 
Domitian and Trajan engaged in acts 
of worship before several divinities. 
The portico to which it leads is about 
135 feet in width, and is one of the 
richest and most beautiful structures 
of the kind. It is supported by 
twenty-four columns, four deep, 
nearly 50 feet in height, and having 
a diameter of somewhat more than 
7 feet at the thickest place. The 
capitals have a full face of Athor (or 
Hathor), who is the goddess of 
Dendarah. 

The three columns on each side of 
the entrance are connected by an 
intercommunication. The portico 
like the rest of the temple, is of 
higher merit as regards its  archi- 
tecture than its sculpture, for the 
latter art declined under the Greek 


slowly )/and Roman rule to a much greater 
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degree than the former. The 
sculptures are of the same kind as on 
the portal, representing offerings 
made by some of the _ earliest 
Caesars; and on the ceiling are 
various niystical subjects probably of 
an astronomical import, as, also, the 


famous Zodiac from which = an 
extravagant idea of the antiquity 
was perhaps deduce. -efore hiero- 


elyphics were interpreted. 

The greater part of the back wall 
of the portico was-the front of the 
temple before a later portion was 
added. This inner part consists of 
three considerable chambers, an 
isolated sanctuary, 
small apartments. The first of these 
is a hall supported by a double row 
of columns three on each side, of a 
rather heavy form, for they have, 
beneath the capital formed of the 
block with the face of Athor and the 
shrine, another capital of a cup shape. 
This hall is entered by a doorway in 
the middle of the back wall of the 
portico and, passing through it, we 
reach a second and third chamber of 
the same breadth but shorter, and 
beyond them the sanctuary. This 
chamber is much narrower and is 
isolated by a passage running around 
it. 

On each side of the chambers and 
passage are many small apartments, 
two passages to the exterior, and 
two staircases; and there are singular 
inclined passages in the walls, two of 
which are entered from the sides of 


the portico. The whole interior is 
eovered with sculptures and inscrip- 
tions of a religious character, 


portraying in a sytematic manner the 
use of each chamber in the temple 
worship. 


and numerous 


On the roof of the temple to which 
the staircases lead, there is a sort of 
chapel and some small _chambers, 
one of which is’ very interesting 
because its sculptures relate to the 
Myth of Osiris. The exterior of the 
temple is as completely covered with 
sculptures as the interior, and among 


the figures there represented are 

those of Cleopatra and Ptolemy 
Caesar. 

—Nellie 8S. Bowers, 

Chapter 66. 

(Chapter 66 is named from this 


ancient temple.) 


CHISEL CHIPPINGS 
Symbolic Age. 

As‘in the case of certain degrees 
of modern Masonry, the adepts 
reckoned their grade of initiation by 
a symbolic age. Thus Saul who, 
when chosen king, was “a choice and 
goodly man’, and “from his shoulders 
upward was higher than any cf the 
people”, is described in Catholic 
versions, as a “child of one year 
when he began to reign.” Which, in 
the literal sense, is a palpable absurd- 
ity. But in I Samuel, x, his anoint- 
ing by Samuel and _ initiation are 
described; and at verse 6th, Samuel 
uses. this significant language: 
“ ..The Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee and thou shalt prophesy 
with them, and shalt be turned into 
another man.” The phrase above 
quoted is thus made plain—he had 
received one degree of initiation and 


was symbolically described as “a 
child one year old.”—From “Isis 
Unveiled”. 


* ok x 


In the “Master Mason” for April, 
1929. the Editor states that the Grand 
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Lodge of England sanctions the use| The Definition. 


of seven or more sacred books in its | 
lodges and goes on to say that the | defined? 


is it 
is, a 


What is Masonry and how 
We are told that it 


essential requirement is a profession | “peculiar system of morality, veiled 


of faith in a Supreme Being. The 

seven books listed are the Christian 

Bible, the Vedas, the Tripitaka, the 

Koran, the Toa Teh King, the book 

of Confucius, and the Zend Avesta. 
x * * 

Heve you read Rudyard Kipling’s 
delightful Masonic story, “In the 
Interests of the Brethren’? 

x * * 

Zoroaster was once approached by 
a well dressed person who said: 
“Teach me wisdom.” 


in allegory and_ illustrated by 
symbol,” and it might be of value if 
we considered for a minute the 
significance of those words. A 
system has been defined as the definite 
working out of a plan, the carrying 
forward of a project with a specific 
end in view. What is the end  to- 
wards which the system of morality 
inculeated in Masonry is working? 
Is it not the taking of the rough 
stone from the quarry, the rough 


jashlar, and through the use of the 


Asking the man to follow, Zoroaster | working tools of a mason, such as 


led him into his hut. There he gave 
him a lighted lamp and said: “Ignite 
this other lamp which stands before 
vou.” The man tried several times 
to light it, but in vain. After care- 
fully examining the lamp, he turned 
to Zoroaster and said: “Why the 
wick will not light because there is 
no oil, but only water in the lamp.” 
Zoroaster replied: “Then pour out 
the water and put in oil.” The man 
did as he was bid, and tried again, 
but failed for the wick was still 
soaked with water. “Dry the wick,” 
said Zoroaster. The man did so and 
then found it easy to ignite the lamp. 
“Now farewell,” said Zoroaster, “I 
have satisfied your wish that I should 
teach you wisdom.” 

At this statement the seeker for 
wisdom expressed dissatisfaction 
whereupon the wise man continued, 
“You are the lamp which refused to 
be ignited, but if you produce in 
yourself the right condition, then the 
Light of Wisdom will be 
within you.”—From “The Nord.” 








the chisel, rule, square and compass 
turn it into the perfect ashlar, fitted 
to take its place in the Temple of 


| Solomon, and become there a “living 


stone?” The Entered Apprentice in 
his work passes through many 
experiences in his progress towards 
the light. Before he becomes the 
Master workman he has to learn his 
craft and work at it in many ways, 
but eventually he perfects his tech- 
nique and merits the title of Master 
Mason, thus attaining the highest 
degree in Masonry, a Master of 
Wisdom, a Builder under the G.A.O. 
T.U. Such is the end of Masonry, 
and such the great destiny of each 
candidate for admission into the 
mysteries—to become the perfected 
living stone; to become a column in 
the Temple of Solomon or, as the V. 
of the S. L. puts it, to “become a 
pillar in the Temple of my God and 
he shall no more go out”; to pass 
through many trials and tests and 


lighted | rise from the dead as did our Master 


Builder, and thus knew the signif- 
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icance of the resurrection through 
which he enters into light and life. 

Morality has been defined as the 
ability to choose between right and 
wrong, and the power to discriminate 
wisely. In the training of the candi- 
date it is significant that always the 
freedom of his will is emphasized, in 
any choice put before him in_ his 
initiations, he is left free to become 
the arbiter of his own fate. Thus is 
his mind trained to reason and to 
choose, and thus he becomes a wise 
master. He is a free agent, and 
comes of his own free will and ac- 
cord, humbly soliciting to be admitted 
into an ancient Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons. 

Two other words remain to be 
considered, allegory and symbol. 
They cover the buik of the Masonic 
art, rituals, lodge paraphernalia and 
instructions. An allegory is a 
pictorial presentation of some under- 
lying fact, a method of teaching 
which conveys to the child mind, in 
picture form, that which the knowers 
of God down _ the ages have 
experienced and taught. In _ the 
sublime allegories of Masonry there 
is surely pictured for us the working 
of the laws of God as they demon- 
strate in nature and in man, and the 
necessary truths regarding man’s un- 
folding consciousness, his path and 
altimate destiny. 

In the great central drama of Ma- 
sonry we have portrayed for us that 
for which “the whole creation groan- 
eth and travaileth together in pain 
until now, waiting for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God,” for only a 
son of God ean be raised from the 
dead in the peculiar fivefold manner 
in which the Master Builder was 


raised. 

The symbolism of Masonry is cap- 
able of most extensive interpretation, 
and in its signs and _ passwords, 
erips, toois, steps and temple furni- 
ture and in the significance of its 
Greater and Lesser Lights, there is 
preserved for the initiated those 
esoteric truths which every man needs 
to know, if he is ever to find his way 
“out of darkness into light, from 
death to immortality, from the unreal 
to the real.’—From “The Beacon.” 


ie DNS ey ee 


There are various renderings to 
these initials: 

Igne Nitrum  Roris Invenitur, 
translated “By Fire the Nitre of the 
Dew is discovered.” 

Iammim Nour Ruach Jabeshah, as 
the four Hebrew words for Water, 
Fire, Air and Earth. 

Igne Natura Regenerando Integrat, 
translated “Nature renews, in re- 
generating, by Fire.” 

Iene Natura Renovatur Integra, 
translated “By Fire Nature is re- 
newed in its entirety.” 

In Nobis Regnum Intelligentiae, 
translated “The Kingdom of the 
Intelligence is in us.” 

intra vos est Regnum Del, trans- 
lated “The Kingdom of God is within 
you.” | 

Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judaeoruin, 
translated “Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.” 
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THE PAPAL STATE 


We have taken the liberty to 
publish the following from a personal 
Jetter received from one of our mem- 
bers: 

“Have you cead the article in the 

September ‘World’s Work’ on_ the 
Vatican? It is interesting and a bit 
alarming from a certain point of 
view. 
' “It seems that last winter two 
Italian priests residing in China were 
killed by bandits. The Italian govern- 
ment made the customary protest to 
the government at Nanking and 
prepared to demand an apology and 
indemnity to the relatives of the 
murdered men, but as a matter of 
courtesy first consulted the papal 
Secretary of State. Now open your 
eyes wide. The Vatican ruled that 
the Italian Government had no right 
to make these representations at all. 
The papal Secretary held that the 
priests were not in China as ordinary 
Italian citizens. Naturally the Ital- 
ian Government held that an Italian 
citizen is an Italian citizen no matter 
in what work engaged. 

“What this view means in every 


can claims the right to regard its 
priests as citizens of Vatican City. 
Evidently now that it 1s recognized 
that the Vatican has temporal 
sovereignty, it will hold the right oi 
a State to confer citizenship thruout 
the world. 

“T understand that there is nothing 
in International Law to prevent the 
Vatican City from conferring its 
citizenship on citiZens of other na- 
tions. Dual’ citizenship is a 
recognized fact in the present state 
of International Law. Vatican City 
can confer citizenship upon its priests 
and all others who acknowledge _ its 
spiritual authority regardless of their 
other civil obligations. No doubt the 
aim of the new temporal power is to 
make the Catholic Church no longer 
Italian or Latin but International. 

“If one counts all Catholics in the 
various nations and then considers 
them in this new light, as citizens of 
Vatican City, why Vatican City has 
great powers in the hordes of her 
loyal subjects. 

“Its about time the other half of 
the human family did some thinking 
and not so much napping and _ its 
about time Masons banded themselves 


day political terms, is that the Vati-]} ‘ogether no matter of what nation a 
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Mason finds himself a_ citizen and 
work for a common cause: FREE- 
DOM. 


HERE AND THERE 


Sir William Dugdalc, of Monastic- 
on fame, wrote: 

“About Henry the Third’s time, the 
Pope gave a bull or patent to a com- 
pany of Italian Freemasons to travel 
up and down all Europe, to build 
churches. From those are derived 
the Fraternity of Adopted Masons.” 


“The admission of members of both 
sexes to night assemblies was 
responsible for the degeneration of 
the mysteries. It is to avoid similar 
abuses that women are excluded from 
our Order. We are not unjust as to 
look upon women as unable to keep 
a secret. But her presence could alter 
slowly the purity of our mottoes and 
of our usages”’.—From a speech by 
Chevalier Ramsay. 


One of the Judges who ruled Israel 
was a woman, Deborah. Several 
prophetesses are mentioned in the 
ancient scriptures, Huldah, Miriam, 
Noadiah and Anna, for instance. The 
primitive Christian Church also ac- 
corded honors to. women. In an 
epistle to the Romans, Paul mentions 
Phobe, Priscilla and Aquila as his 
helpers in Christ Jesus. 


Character is what a man really is. 
Reputation is what he has succeeded 
in making people think he is. 


There is so much in Masonry that 
no one can possibly hope to even at- 





tempt to graduate. At best one can 
only acquire a limited knowledge of 
the mysteries of the fraternity. 


If we want to get real joy out of 
Co-Masonic work, we must do our 
best. 


Slowly, but surely, women are 
gaining equal rights. The Boulder 
Presbytery, at its last yearly session, 
voted, 26 to 9, to allow women the 
right to become pastors and elders in 
the First Presbyterian Church. 

That decision is certainly a_ long 
step from the day when an: English 
pastor placed women in the same 
category as men in their dotage and 
criminals. 


If you will overlook the little 
idiosyncrasies of those with whom bv 
reason of circumstances and environ- 
ments you may be forced to come in 
contact, the pathway of the daily 
life of all concerned would be 
smoother and much easier travelled. 
—Exc. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Bro. Ascanio Rotellini. a member 
of our Bellaire Lodge No. 542, passed 
away the 1st of November in a Phila- 
delphia hospital during an operation 
for cancer. He is survived by a wife. 


The “Masonic Tidings”. of Mil- 
waukee, celebrated its 45th birthday 
in October and is, with good reason, 
proud of the fact that it has never 
missed an issue in those 45 years. 
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A LIBERAL DONATION 


In 1923. our Cleveland Lodge No. 
506 loaned the Federation the sum of 
$200 to help pay for our Larkspur 
property. On the 13th of November, 
1980, this Lodge decided to cancel 
the Federation’s indebtedness and 
mailed us, cancelled, our receipt for 
that amount. 

We want to express our most 
sincere thanks to the officers and 
members of our Cleveland Lodge for 
having thus reduced the amount that | 
the Federation still owes to a few 
Lodges. 


The repair work now being done on | 
various cottages in preparation for 
the many members who have. ex- 
pressed their intention to visit Lark- 
spur next summer, will cost much 
more than the one thousand dollars 
donated by one of our members a few 
months ago. We sincerely hope that 
a few other members who can afford 
it will help us to cover this extra 
cost. We would like to have all the 
eottages in fine shape and sufficiently 
furnished so that all visitors may be 
eonfortable next summer. 


It is a thousand times worse to 
forget than never to have known. 


Every progressive step made in the 
past by the human family has been 
condemned and vilified by the same 
type of mind that to day condemns 
the entrance of women into Masonry. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


1. If Masonry is a _ Universal 
Fraternity, why are colored people 
excluded? 
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2. Why are the Latin Lodges not 
aided in their desperate struggle for 
freedom by other Lodges both in the 

. S. A. and other countries? 

3. Is it true that Madam Curie, 
discoverer of radium, was a member 
of a Co-Masonic Lodge? 

4. Is it true that in February, 
1930, there were over 700 Co-Masonic 
Lodges all over the world, many of 
them in the U. S. A.? 

5. Are there any regular Masons 
holding membership in Co-Masonic 
Lodges ? 

6. Is it true that Patrons of the 
Pennsylvania Grand Lodge are not 
allowed to open O. E. S. Chapters 
and that the Chapters in that State 


have to secure Patron members in 
other States? Is it true that the 
Grand Lodge of New York is con- 


templating the same action? 

7. Are O. E. S. members excluded 
from their respective Chapters if 
they become members of a Co-Ma- 
sonic Lodge? 

8. Is it true that the Grand Lodge 
of North Carolina has lost about 
3.000 members in the last two years? 

9. Is the Co-Masonic ritual more 
religious than the average Masonic 
ritual over the country at the present 
time ? 

A Member of the 0. E. S. 


1. Colored people are not excluded 
from the Masonic Fraternity except 
by American Grand Lodges which 
have not yet been able to raise above 
race prejudice. Still, the Grand 
Lodge of New Jersey has a Lodge 
composed of colored men. 

2. This is due to many reasons. 
Generally speaking, Anglo-Saxon 
Masons have failed to understand 
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Latin Masons and the difficulties they | Lodge has lost a large number of 


14 
have to contend with. Some day 
however, they will pay the penaity 


for their indifference or lack of 
sympathy when the Catholic Church 
becomes powerful in English speak- 
ing countries. 

3. Yes, Madame Curie was one of 
the early members of the Co-Masonic 
Order in Paris. 

4. Yes, that was the official 
number given by the Grand Secretary 
in Paris. 

5. Yes, a large number 
latin countries. The head 
International Co-Masonic Order, 
Lucien Lévi, is a regular Mason in 
good standing. So were his prede- 
cessors, E. Piron and Georges Mar- 
tin. Men members of the Co-Masonic 
Order are admitted as visitors in all 
Lodges of the Grand Orient of France 
which is a member of the _ Inter- 
national Masonic Association. 

6. A few years ago the Grand 
Master of Pennsylvania ordered all 
members of said Grand Lodge _ to 
sever all relations with the O. E. S. 
and he was sustained by Grand Lodge. 
Pennsylvania Star members showed 
their lack of vision and independence 
by getting patrons from other States 
instead of deciding to do away with 
such an office. The Grand Master 
in New York has a committee inves- 
tigating a number of organizations 
and O. E. S. is one of them. 

7. Few Grand Chapters of the O. 
E. S. have stooped so low as to for- 
bid their members to belong to Co- 
Masonic Lodges. We pity those that 
have, but these women are not the 
only ones to oppose movements that 
were started to benefit them. 

8. It is reported that said Grand 


in all 
of the 


members. Several other Grand 
Lodges have lost lately. 

9. It is impossible, for several 
reasons, to give a satisfactory 
answer to this question. The word 
religious does not convey the same 
meaning to all. Then again all 
rituals are not alike either in 
masculine Masonry or Co-Masonry. 


However, we can state that the ritual 
of the Co-Masonic Order in the U. S. 
will compare favorably with rituals 
used by American Grand Lodges. 


——— 


KEYSTONE AND ROYAL ARCH 
A Brother of the Southern Jurisdic- 
tion who is very friendly to the Co- 
Masonic Order sends the following 
addition to the article apjearing on 
the subject in the November issue 
(Masonic Studies). He added: “The 
exclusion of women from Masonry 
has no logical basis. Jt is a relic of 
ancient prejudice.” 
Happy is the man whose life will 
bear 
The rigid test of the unerring Square 
Who will walk through life with un- 
erring tread 
Steadily toward his Master and his 
God 
Seeking by acts of Charity and love 
To gain admission to the Lodge above. 
Knowing the Stones on the rubbish 
cast 
Shall crown the Master’s work at last. 


The General Grand Royal 
Chapter reads it thus: 

“Hiram Tyrian Widow’s Son sent 
to King Solomon.” 

Some Jurisdictions read it: 


Arch 
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“Hiram the Widow’s Son Shaped| Desaguliers and made a number of 


this Keystone.” 


Various humorous and sometimes 


Christian applications contrary to the 
fundamental spirit of Masonry. 


vulgar versions have been published |Manningham and Dunkerly later tried 


and circulated. 

The Mark Master’s Degree song 

“Mark Masters all appear before 

your Overseer 

“In concert move 

“But if Impostors are mixed with 

the worthy there 

“Caution them to beware of 

righ hand” 
is older than Royal Arch Masonry. 

The legend of the Mark Master’s 
degree does not appear in the A. A. 
S. R. but the Keystone does. The 
Holy Royal Arch is itself one of the 
oldest Symbols and its connection 
with Masonry has_ been’ variously 
attributed to Christopher Wren, Ash- 
mole, The Comacine Masters or more 
certainly to Dermott of the 
“Antients” and the Scottish Rite 
version of the 13th degree to Ram- 
say. 

The Mark Degree is_ entirely 
separate from and not considered a 
prerequisite for the Royal Arch 
except in America. 


the 


THE EVOLUTION OF THE RITUAL 


The various rituals now in use in 
the Masonic Lodges of various 
countries differ very much in language 
and spirit from the ritual of the early 
days in England. Various attempts 
have been made to Christianize Ma- 
sonry and in some countries the at- 
tempts have been so successful that 
non-Christians are not admitted into 
the Lodges. 

In 1732, Martin Clare revised the 
lectures prepared by Anderson and 


to “improve” the work of the 
founders by further Christian addi- 
tions and later Hutchinson gave more 
Christian applications to the Masonic 
ceremonies. 

And yet Jurisdictions that are 
using these various additions ex- 
communicate other Jurisdictions that 
have preferred to maintain the spirit 
of the early days and refused to give 
a Christian explanation to symbols 
much older than Christianity. 

Later came Preston who believed 
that Freemasonry should not only bea 
progressive and moral science but 
that it should have an educational 
value also. The Preston “work” be- 
came the standard work for the 
Grand Lodge of England and _ re- 
mained so until 1813 when the Hem- 
ming lectures were adopted. 

The “Ancient”? Grand Lodge of 
Kngland adopted a ritual that differed 
much from the “work” of the 
Moderns. Pennsylvania stiil retains 
the “Antient Work”. 

A printer named Hammer brought 
the Preston work to America and 
communicated it to Webb who 
abridged it, rearranged it and taught 
it to Gleason, Snow and others and 
this became the standard work of 
Massachusetts and Vermont. Later, 
at the Baltimore convention (1848), 
this work was adopted by the sixteen 
Grand Lodges there represented. This 
new work was called the “Nationat” 
or “Barney” work. 

In 1860 Robert Morris presented a 
Webb-Preston work, for the purpose 
of uniformity, but met with little 
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success. 
The above will, we hope, help to 
clear in the minds of many some 
misunderstandings about the “work” 
of this or the other Grand Lodge 
and dispel the superstition that there 
is such a thing as a Masonic ritual 
used with which all Masons in the 
United States are conversant. 





LARKSPUR VISITORS 


On the second day of December, 
Bro. Ellen W. Miller, a member of 
our Washington, D. C., Lodge, No. 
530, arrived in Larkspur to enjoy our 
snow and winter sunshine. She 
secured room and board with Mrs. 
Wilkins and seems to be well pleased 
and at this writing reported an im- 
provement in health. She has been 
visiting the office daily and helping 
our Grand Secretary with some of 
his work as well as cataloguing and 
putting in order the books and maga- 
vines in our library. This piece of 
much needed work will be of much 
service to future visitors desiring to 
know what books we have on hand 
that they would like to read. 

Bro. Consuelo Aldag of the city of 
Mexico visited Headquarters on the 
23d and 30th of November. On the 
oceasion of her first visit however she 
found no one at home. We_ were 
much disappointed when we learned 
of this. On the 30th, while on the 
way to Colorado Springs with Mr. 





Kramer and his family she called 
again and we had the pleasure of 
meeting her. Her time, however, was 


limited and we did not have the 
pleasure of her company but for a 
brief time. We had met Bro. Aldag 
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in Chicago in 1929, at the big meet- 
ing there in August. 

We were pleased to have many 
visitors in 1930 and hope that we 
shall have many more during 19381. 


GRAND SECRETARY OF IOWA 
WRITES BOOK ON SYMBOLISM 


R. W. Brother Charles C. Hunt, 
widely known as the Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F.& 
A.M., and Librarian of its famous 
library, has recently written a book 
entitled “Some Thoughts on Masonic 
Symbolism.” Its twenty chapters 
appeared originally in the Iowa Grand 
Lodge Bulletin, and the demand for 
the interesting and impressive and 
instructive articles from many sources 
prompted their publication in the 
present attractive book form. 

Beginning with a chapter defining 
Freemasonry and Treating of the 
numerous yet consistent variations, 
Brother Hunt takes up the particular 
symbols of which little is known 
through monitorial sources. Four 
chapters treat of geometrical phases, 
including the 47th Problem of 
Euclid, Euclid himself, Abraham and 
Geometry. The elements of consecra- 
tion, Corn, Wine, Oil and Salt, are 
treated in a collective Chapter, and 
then discussed in detail, with a 
chapter to each one. Much new and 
fascinating information is presented 
in the chapters on the Globes and 
Pillars. 

Still other chapters appear on “It 
Rained Not in the Daytime;” “The 
Perfect Ashlar;” “The Wearing of the 
Apron;” “The Broken Column;” and 
the use of “The Word ‘Amen’ in 
Freemasonry.” 
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Letters received by Brother Hunt| These men listened with the closest 


from Masonic authorities in wherever 
the English language is spoken testi- 
fy to the keen appreciation which 
the readers of the book have for his 
work. It has been printed in large 
sized and readable type, making a 
book of 235 pages containing several 
illustrations and a copious index. A 
foreword has been suppiied by J. Hugo 
Tatsch, P.M., for four years an 
associate of Brother Hunt’s as 
Curator of the Iowa Masonie Library, 
in which he pays graceful tribute to 
the Iowa Nestor as a scholar, superior 
and Freemason. Copies of the book 
can be had from the Macoy Publish- 
ing and Masonic Supply Co., 35 West 
32nd St., New York, N. Y., for $2.15, 
postpaid. The volume makes an 
excellent gift for the new brother, 
and will also be found acceptable by 
lodge officers who are called upon 
for information which cannot be 
gleaned from the esoteric monitorial 
lectures of the Fraternity. You may 
order this or any other book through 
our office at Larkspur. 


CO-MASONIC NEWS 


Bro. E. M. Geiger, of Hollywood, 
writes: 

“On my way to New York last 
May to take the steamer for France, 
I stopped over in a little lowa City 
where I addressed a group of about 
seventy-five to one hundred masculine 
Masons on the subject of Co-Ma- 
sonry, speaking from the platform of 
the Masonic Temple. This was of 
course an informal meeting, and I 
was surprised at the large attendance 
and much pleased with the manner in 
which my remarks were received. 


attention and manifested great 
interest in the subject. At the close 
of my talk I invited them to ask 
questions, and there was no lack of 
them, but fortunately I was able to 
give satisfactory answers. 


San Diego, Calif. 

A masculine Mason offered our 
Lodge instruction and we _ gladly 
accepted. His first talk, given the 
last Saturday of October, was very 
good. He illustrated it with pictures 
pertaining to the Sphinx and_ the 
Great Pyramids. It was truly a 
wonderful lecture and his slides were 


chosen with great care. Other 
Lodges should hear it. 
R. W. M. 


San Francisco, Calif. 

We had a splendid regional con- 
vention October 30. The work was 
impressive and was enriched with 
music beautifully performed. ‘The 
evening will long remain in our 
memory as every minute was so 
impressive and the BB. seemed _ so 
happy to be together. 

A. S. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

The four Co-Masonic Lodges in 
this region held their joint Lodge of 
Remembrance October 25. During 
the ceremony Bro. Geiger read “Far 
Horizons” by Bliss Carman and 
prefaced the reading with an appeal 
to “carry on”, saying in part: 
“Remembrance is an empty thing if 
not accompanied with the determina- 
tion for greater effort; let us prove 
our gratitude by our courage, 
sincerity and loyalty”. 
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Bro. Hotchener spoke on Interna-{|Justice to women Masonry shall be- 


tional Co-Masonry. Having visited 
Lodges in Paris, Geneva and London 
she touched on these meetings and 
those who attended them. She 
found abundant life over there, the 
work powerful and happy—happy as 
she found it in the old days with the 
founders whom she knew personally; 
earnestness, joy and enthusiasm a- 
bounded she said. In Java_ the 
Australian ritual was used with 
small limitations by the Supreme 
Council and that the masculine Ma- 
sons there visit and take part in the 
work. They invite the male Co- 
Masons but not the women to their 
Lodges. She brought greetings 
from Australia through Bro. Lead- 
beater. She reminded us that our 
Great Order is absolutely non-sectar- 
ian and is earrying Brotherhood 
around the world. In England she 
attended a Lodge of 280 18th degree 
members. | 

Bro. Zuber spoke of Human Rights 
as being comparatively new with the 
exception of the human family. She 
reminded us of that Lodge of libera! 
thinkers who had suffered but made 
it possible for us to enter the door- 
way of a greater field. That now it 
behooves us to understand equality 
and to work together to establish 
brotherhood for when we can become 
ONE in the world, Human Rights 
will truly exist. 

Bro. Maude Passmore in speaking 
on Justice warned us that we must 
prove ourselves—that the world is in 
a chaotic econdition—yet in spite of 
the darkness Masonry grows. Her 
plea was that the spirit of De Molay 
be born in every member of the 
Order and her prophecy that through 


come a beacon light for the ages. 


Bro. Herbert Jewett said of 
Brotherhood: “Freemasonry has 
created neither brotherhood nor 


eternal life, for these have always 
existed; Freemasonry but reveals 
these facts to its adepts..... it is 
not brotherhood that is in question, 
but ourselves; brotherhood is a 
fundamental law of the universe and 
it is in proportion as we recognize 
and apply it that we progress. 

Bro. John Roine appealed to us to 
light hope in the hearts of others, 
hope which has ever been the light 
of the world. Our founders, he said, 
must have had hope and vision. Let 
us then have hope and vision for the 
future. 


A CORRECTION 


The Swiss masonic magazine 
“Alpina”, having stated that one of 
the Belgian Lodges had decided to 
again use the Bible, Bro. F. Lem- 
pereur, a Past Master of the Lodge 
has sent out the following correction: 

“I must correct the statement made 
in “Alpina”. We were able, unan- 
imously, to renew the tradition in 
regards to the G.A.O.T.U., but that 
unanimity would not have existed in 
regards to adopting the Bible as a 


symbol of the Moral Law. By a 
unanimous decision the “Ancient 
Charges” of 1723 were chosen in 


preference to the white book used by 
certain Lodges. 

“T am of the opinion that if our 
ancestors in Belgian Freemasonry 
were obligated on the Bible open in 
the Book of St. John, they never ac- 
cepted the Bible as the first and 


THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 





great Light. (Our English Brethren 
did not accept it as such until 1760). 
They were satisfied with being ‘True 
Noachites’ as prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of 1723 and 1738. They 
understood that to mean conformity 
with the prescriptions of naturai 
morality ruling men in the days of 
Noah, that is before ali divine revel- 
ation (and consequently even before 
the Mosaic revelation), prescriptions 
followed even to day by ali right and 
Sincere men be they religious or 
agnostics, prescriptions that have 
been adopted and interpreted by all 
present religions,” 


NEWTON’S “THE BUILDERS” 
CONTINUES IN FAVOR 


The year 1914 was notable in Ma- 
sonic annals for the appearance of 
a readable and’ fascinating one 
volume work on Freemasonry which 
captivated beginner and scholar alike. 
The Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F.&A. 
M., always in the front ranks of pro- 
gressive movements, had fostered an 
educational program two years 
before, in which Brother Charles C. 
Hunt, now Grand Secretary and 
Librarian of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, 
took an active leadership. As a part 
of the educational program, a com- 
mission was given to Brother Joseph 
Fort Newton to write an accurate 
story of the Craft—not a dusty 
chronicle of facts and figures, but a 
work which the novice could follow 
with both understanding and 
pleasure. 

How ably Brother Newton succeed- 
ed is shown by the book which has 
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become the most widely read Masonic 
volume in Freemasonry, The Builders: 
A Story and Study of Freemasonry. 
Not only have numerous editions ap- 
peared in America and England, but 
the book has also been _ published 
elsewhere in Dutch, Swedish, Spanish 
and Syrian. Very properly it has 
been hailed as Freemasonry’s “best 
seller.” For several years the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa presented a 
copy to every newly raised Master 
Mason in the state; today lodges in 
many parts of the United States are 
continuing the practice. 

A new and improved edition ot 
The Builders has just been issued. 
Larger in format, enhanced by a 
two color title page and eight full 
page portraits of men who are 
“builders” in the Speculative Fratern- 
ity, the new edition is a work which 
every Mason will take pride in own- 
ing’. 

The co-operation of the Grand 
Lodges of Iowa, Rhode Island, and 
Massachusetts, as well as the Library 
of the Supreme Council, 33°, A.A.S.R. 
Washington, D, C., is acknowledged 
by the publishers, as credit is given 
to these bodies for the loan of rare 
engravings and photographs from 
which the illustration is made. The 
value of the book to the beginner is 
also increased by the addition of a 
biography, specially prepared for the 
work by J. Hugo Tatsch. to whose 
expert knowledge of Craft lore 
Brother Newton pays tribute in the 
appendix. 

Copies of the attractive 
bound book of 327 pages can be 
obtained by addressing the Macoy 
Publishing and Masonic Supply Co., 
35 West 32nd Street, New York City, 
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N. Y., for $2.65 postpaid. Lodges 
purchasing the book in quantity for 
presentation purposes are entitled to 
a special discount. Orders sent to 
Larkspur will receive immediate at- 
tention. 


MASONRY LIFE’S 
FULL PHILOSOPHY 


Contains Complete Synthesis’ of 
Man’s Relationship to Fellow-man, 
His Family, State and the Universe, 
With Its Supreme Grand Architect. 


Masonry must be_ differentiated 
from all other lodges or organizations 
except, perhaps, the Christian church. 
They inculeate some particular lesson 
or virtue, but Masonry is a complete 
philosophy of life. Not by any 
means do all Masons. perceive or 
apprehend it as such, much less live 
it, but nevertheless there is found in 
it a complete synthesis of a man’s 
relationship to his fellow-man, his 
family, state and the universe, with 
its Supreme Grand Architect. 

Through a proper comprehension 
of these relationships as taught by 
Masonry, man is brought to the 
center of his universe, feeling him- 
self in active relationship to all other 
beings therein, and is constrained to 
circumscribe his desires and keep his 
passions within due bounds towards 
all mankind on the one hand, and to 
recognize his limitations and his 
accountability to his Maker on the 
other. 

The fundamental principle of Ma- 
sonry is service to humanity, and this 
philosophy of service is as old as 
civilization itself. Masonry is an 
ideal, a siient spiritual force which 
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has asserted itself in humanity’s 
struggle for higher and better things. 
And so it has always been. Civiliza- 
tions have come and gone; nations 
have risen, flourished and _ passed 
away: kings and princes and poten- 
tates and the mighty have strutted 
their feet upon the world’s stage and 
passed into oblivion. But this thing 
which is called Masonry has grown 
more powerful throughout the centur- 
ies until it has become one of the 
great dynamic forces in the world’s 
progress. The beauty of its philoso- 
phy thrills; its history inspires, and 
its achievements are a blessed herit- 
age to be treasured.—Missouri Free- 
mason. 


MYSELF AND I 


I have to live with myself and so 

I want to be fit for myself to know, 

I want to be able as days go by 

Always to look myself in the eye. 

I don’t want to stand, with the setting 
sun, 

And hate myself for the things I’ve 
done. 

I want to go out with my head erect; 

I want to deserve all men’s respect; 

But here in the struggle for fame and 
pelf, 

I want to be able to like myself. 

I don’t want to look at myself and 
know 

That I’m bluster and bluff and emovty 
show. 

I can never hide myself from me. 

I see what others may never see; 

I know what others may never know; 

I can never fool myself, and so, 

Whatever happens, I want to he 

Self-respecting and conscience-free. 

ANONYMOUS. 


LODGE GOODS. 


When in need of Lodge material or | 
regalia of any kind, send your orders. 
to the American Federation of Human | 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


Whatever we may not have on hand,|S, Gédalge. 


we will order for you promptly. 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 


For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic 


Home, Larkspur, Celo., I give, devise runes des Apprentis. 


and bequeath to the Council of Ad- 
ministration of the American Feder- 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the 


District of Columbia, (describe gift 


or devise or both as the case may be) 
to be used for the support and main- 
tenance of the Home established in 
l.arkspur, Colo., in such manner as 
may be determined by said Council 
vf Administration. 


WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S 
ASSISTANT. 


Have you a copy of this instructive 
little book? If not, order one at once 
Price $1.00. Send order and money 
to American Federation of Humary 
Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


SAMPLE COPIES. 


We have a good supply of back 
numbers of the American Co-Mason 
and we will gladly mail a bundle to 
any one wishing to use them for prop- 
aganda. 
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DO YOU READ FRENCH? 


Do not fail to order copies of “Le 
Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme 
du ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter- 
prétatif du 2e Degré” par la T. IIl. 
Prix, $1.00 chaque. 


Le Livre de l’Apprenti — 
par Oswald Wirth 


initiatique a 
Prix $1 00. 


Manuel d’instruction 


Le Livre du Compagnon 
par Oswald Wirth 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique a 
Pusage des Compagnons. Prix $1.00. 


Le Livre du Maitre 
par Oswald Wirth. 


initiatioue 4 
Prix $1.00. 


Manuel d’instruction 
Pusage des Maitres. 


“Histoire de la Franc-Maconnerie 
Francaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 
interesting book of over 500 pages. 
Price, postpaid, $1.75. 
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BOOKS. 


We have for sale the following 
pamphlets: 


On Orientation, 10c. 

Greater and Lesser Lights. 
Pillars and Columns, 10c. 
We will be glad to order for yau 


Lite. 


/any book you may wish to purchase 
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The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. — 


The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. = 
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